THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  SOWERBY  BRIDGE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

on  the 

Health  and  Sanitary  State 

of  the  DivStrict 

for  the  Year  1946 


SOWERBY  BRIDGE  : 

TREW  &  EDWARDS,  LTD.,  PRINTERS,  TOWN  HALL  STREET 

1947. 


'  I  ^ ' 

•••  i  <  •  jn 

-a-4  J 


'  '  f 


-»t  V 


•*'  -  'v 

'if*  y.^  ,  i  *1?  ' 

'i  j*  *4*.  i'-  *  1  . 


w 

'dr 


vv,  'l..•;’^v-"^ '^.V  ” 

53  ::.--J^-‘  >\.v^--'.%  '  .  T'  ™  ■  ■■■ 


W^' 


fi,.  '•TJ'^, 


,V*  '  ■  ■■  ’♦*  ■  yJi-  f. 

-■*.  vV^TfW  ^ 


^m..  .  -  ..  .  .-^ 

'  '  i'  r'  *h\  ■  -.»  .’A'‘‘"  V  ■‘^ 

-  >.'*y  !  *''‘'ii>^.  -T  4 

^:.  .  -Vv 


*  •■■  li  •"*  *  ■ 

-  •>  :  .  .  •  • 


vili  V.’. 

A  '  :  X^w^sOP^ 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  SOWERBY  BRIDGE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

on  tfie 

Health  and  Sanitary  State 

of  the  District 

for  the  Year  1946 


SOWERBY  BRIDGE  : 

TREW  &  EDWARDS,  LTD.,  PRINTERS,  TOWN  HALL  STREET 

1947. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://archive.org/details/b301 21 346 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SOWERBY  BRIDGE. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  of  the  Council : 

Councillor  S.  Dawsc^n,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council : 

Councillor  C.  G.  Hopkinsou. 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee : 

Councillor  J.  W.  Wiley. 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee : 

Councillor  R.  Tidswell. 


Members  of  the  Health  Committee : 


Ccr.  W.  B.  Brown,  B.Sc. 

Ccr.  A.  Butter  worth 

„  W.  Corboy 

,,  E.  ILitterworth,  C.C 

,,  W.  Crossfield 

,,  J.  Gray  shall 

,,  J.  Greenwood 

„  T.  Haigh 

,,  11.  Haigh 

„  E.  D.  Hall 

,,  F.  Lord 

,,  E.  Lumb,  J.P. 

,,  C.  W.  Maude,  J.P. 

,,  W.  I.  G.  Moffatt 

,,  A.  Murgatroyd 

,,  J.  Noble 

,,  G.  Sharpe 

,,  A.  Sutcliffe,  J.P. 

„  W.  date 

„  G.  W.  d'ucker,  J.P. 

Members  of  the  Health  Sub-Committee : 

Councillor  J.  W.  Wiley  (Chairman) 

,,  R.  d'iclswell  (\hce-Chairman) 

,,  \\h  Crossfield 

,,  J.  Greenwood 

T.  Haigh 

,,  C.  G.  Hopkinsou 

„  C.  W.  Maude,  J.P. 

,,  A.  Sutcliffe,  J.P. 


3 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SOWERBY  BRIDGE 


Health  Department  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  A.  O.  lOLLIE, 

L.R.C.P.,'  L.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  L.R.F.P.  &  S.  (Glas.) 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

WM.  E.  FOSTER,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.San.L 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

JOHN  HOLMES,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 


Statistical  Summary. 


Area  of  the  District  in  Acres 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate  ... 


6,966 

£'90,168.0.0 

£346.0.0 


Altitude  varies  from  230  feet  to  1,250  feet  abcn^e  sea  level 


Latitude  53°  42'  N.  —  Longitude  1°  56'  W. 
Population 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  1944 

1945  . 

1946  . 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  1944 

1945  . 

1946  . 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  1944 

1945  . 

1946  . 


18,570 

19T 

15’5 

19-3 

14-7 

18-4 

14-3 

38-2 

68 

4L6 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1946 


To  1'he  Chairman  and  Members  oe  the  Public  Health 
Committee  oe  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

J  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  health  and  statistics 
of  your  district  during  the  year  ending  3 1st  December,  1946. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
for  the  mid-year  1946,  is  given  as  18,570,  being  an  increase  of 
960  as  com[')ared  with  the  estimate  for  1945. 

d'he  following  extracts  of  Births  and  Deaths  are  taken  from 
the  Returns  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  after  correc¬ 
tion  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers  : — - 

Births. 


Live  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

...  179 

160 

339 

Illegitimate 

9 

12 

21 

188 

172 

360 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 


of  the  estimated  Resident  Population  ...•  19'3 


Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

8 

5 

14 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

14 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

...  37 

0 


Deaths. 


The  number  of  deatiis  assigned  to  the  District  are  set  out  as 
follows  : 

M.  F.  Total 

137  128  265 

Death  Rate  per  1.000 

of  the  estimated  Resident  Population  ...  14*3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  (Inf.  Mort.) 

41*6 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ... 

15 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

1 

Causes  of  Death  (all  ages). 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease 

(all  ages) 

79 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

•••  •••  ••• 

46 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

31 

Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases 

20 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

...  ...  •  •  • 

8 

Nephritis 

...  ...  .  .  • 

6 

Premature  births,  etc.  ... 

13 

Digestive  Diseases 

...  •••  ... 

7 

Appendicitis 

...  ...  .  .  - 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

...  ...  ... 

Nil 

Road  Accidents 

...  ...  .  •  • 

1 

Suicide  ... 

...  ...  ... 

2 

Other  Causes 

...  ...  ... 

28 

Violent  Causes  ... 

...  ...  ... 

3 

Influenza  ... 

...  ...  .  •  • 

2 

Diabetes 

...  ...  •  •  • 

6 

Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

...  ...  •  ♦  • 

10 

Duodenal  Ulcer 

1 

265 

The  15  deaths  of  infants  under  1  3'ear  of  age  may  be 
classed  as  unavoidable,  the  majority  of  these  occurring  in  the 
first  week  after  birth,  and  being  due  generally  to  premature 
birth,  congenital  defects,  broncho-pneumonia,  etc. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  sets  out  in  detail  all  diseases  notified 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the  year,  together 
with  the  age  periods. 
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•fS 
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93 

•  fH 
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b 

Diphtheri 

Erysipela 
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c6 

n  1 
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3 

0) 

c 

•fH 

CC 

3 

o 

3 
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Under  1  Year 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1  -  5 

1 

1 

— 

5 

44 

4 

2 

1 

5  -  15 

6 

3 

— 

6 

20 

5 

2 

_ 

15  -  25 

2 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

25  -  35 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

— 

35  -  45 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  -  55 

_ 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

n 

ft 

1 

— 

55  -  65 

■ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Over  65 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Civilians 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 
(excluding  H.M.F.) 

9 

4 

2 

14 

75 

14 

10 

2 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

9 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

1 

Total  Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  OF  COMPARISONS 
(excluding  Members  of  H.M.  Forces). 


Disease 

Average 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diphtheria 

12 

16 

25 

10 

7 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

68 

35 

169 

106 

25 

9 

Pneumonia 

12 

9 

26 

11 

4 

10 

Measles 

119 

286 

35 

91 

173 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

45 

49 

27 

68 

4 

75 

Erysipelas 

2 

Nil 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946 
Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures. 

I'hese  figures  show  a  comparison  between  the  Urban  District 
and  other  districts  in  the  West  Riding  administration  County. 


Sowerby 

Bfidfie 

U  rban 
District 

Aftfirenate 

West 

Riding 

Urban 

Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England 
&  Wales 
(Provis¬ 
ional 
figures) 

Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  estimated  population)  ... 

19-3 

19-5 

197 

19-1 

Death  Rates 

(all  per  1,000  estimated  population) 
All  Causes . 

14-3 

12-4 

11-9 

11*5 

Zymotic  Diseases  (seven 

principal)*  . 

0-05 

0-12 

0-13 

** 

I'uberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System . 

0-38 

0.37 

0-36 

0-46 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

0-05 

0-07 

0*08 

0'08 

Respiratory  Diseases  t(excluding 
tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system) . 

1-08 

1-36 

1-31 

** 

Cancer  . 

2-48 

1-82 

172 

1-84 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  J 

479 

3-91 

370 

** 

Infant  Mortality 
(Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000 
live  births)  ... 

41-6 

43 

^4 

43 

Diarrhoea 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  2  years  of 
age  per  1,000  live  births)  ... 

Nil 

4-01 

4-26 

4*4 

Maternal  Mortality 
(Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth  per 
1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Nil 

0.49 

0-46 

0.31 

Other  Causes 

Nil 

1T6 

P34 

1T2 

Total  . 

Nil 

1-65 

1-80 

1-43 

8 


*  Combined  death  rate  from  smallpox  (if  any),  scarlet  fever, 
enteric  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  also 
diarrhoea  in  infants  under  2  vears  of  asfe. 

t  Combined  death  rate  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira¬ 
tor  v  Svstem. 

j  ^ 

J  Combined  death  rate  from  Heart  Disease  and  other  Diseases 
of  the  Circulatory  System. 

**Figures  not  available.  '  “ 

No  cases  of  Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever  or  Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever  have  been  reported  during  this  period.  .  .  -  -  - 

The  usual  enquiries  have  been  made  covering  the  major 
notifiable  diseases,  all  contacts  being  excluded  from  School  and 
complete  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  together  with  the  house¬ 
hold  effects,  being  carried  out  in  order  to  control  the  spread  of 
of  such  diseases. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools 
of  the  District  on  account  of  infectious  disease,  the  notified 
diseases  being  such  that  nothing  in  the  way  of  an  epidemic  has 
been  recorded.  During  the  year  the  notifiable  diseases  have 
compared  very  favourably  with  those  for  Districts  similar  in 
size  to  vSowerby  Bridge. 

The  tables  setting  out  in  detail  the  diseases  notified,  show  a 
decrease  over  the  previous  year  in  all  diseases  except  Measles, 
and  it  is  most  encouraging  to  observe  the  continual  decrease  in 
the  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

d'he  work  in  connection  with  Diphtheria  Immunisation  has 
continued  throughout  the  year,  again  with  a  considerable  amount 
of  success.  We  have  now  more  than  90%  of  the  school  children, 
and  approximately  60%  of  those  under  5  years  of  age  who  have 
received  the  full  treatment.  ... 
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Notifications  during  the  year  total  four,  three  of  whom  were 
in  the  same  family.  All  the  patients  being  removed  to  the 
isolation  hospital  for  treatment.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the 
disease.  All  the  notifications  came  to  hand  during  the  first 
month  of  the  year,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  we  were 
entirely  free  from  the  disease. 


Details  of  the  number  of  complete  treatments  which  have 
taken  place  during  the  year  are  set  out  as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  Children  who 
completed  a  full  course  of 
Immunisation  during  the 
Year. 

Age  at  date  of  final 
injection. 

Total 
under 
l.S  Years 

0  -  5  Years 

5  -  14  Years 

198 

89 

287 

During  the  year  each  child  within  the  Urban  District  has 
received  a  birthday  card  on  attaining  the  age  of  one  year, 
setting  out  the  importance  of  Immunisation.  This,  I  find  has 
been  of  great  value  in  keeping  this  very  important  subject 
constantly  in  the  minds  of  the  public,  thus  attaining  its  purpose 
in  obtaining  a  high  percentage  of  children  being  Immunised  on, 
or  immediately  after  their  first  birthday. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table,  setting  out  the  number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  on  the  register,  shows  an  increase  of  14  over  the 
previous  year.  4'he  increase  has  been  equally  divided  between 
those  suffering  from  Pulmonary  and  Non- Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  being  7  in  each  case. 


I'he  details  are  as  follows 


T  otal 
Cases  on 
Register 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

105 

41 

26 

67 

20 

18 

38 

10 


Scabies  Order,  1941. 

The  arrangements  for  the  out-treatment  of  Scabies  at  the 
General  Hospital  still  continue,  the  certificates  for  such  treat¬ 
ment  being  issued  at  the  Health  Department.  The  days  of 
treatment  being  as  follows  — 

Females  and  Children  ...  Monday  and  Thursday,  2  to  4  p.m. 
Males  ...  ...  ...  Tuesday  and  Friday,  2  to  4  p.m. 

d'he  arrangements  wherebv  the  Ministry  of  Health  allowed 
the  in-patient  treatment  of  Scabies  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Milner  Rovd  skin  hostel  has  been  discontinued,  as  the  hostel  has 
closed  down  with  the  return  of  all  evacuees.  In  place  of  this? 
arrangements  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council  have  been 
arranged  for  the  in-patient  treatment  either  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Halifax,  or  at  one  of  their  Institutions  in  the  vicinity. 

During  the  year  19  persons  have  been  treated  as  in-patients 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council.  In  addition  to  these, 
34  persons  have  received  out-patient  treatment  at  the  General 
Hospital.  The  nature  of  the  disease  has  been  slight,  and  it  has 
generally  been  observed  that  one  treatment  has  been  effective. 
During  the  year  there  has  been  a  definite  decrease  in  the  number 
of  persons  treated,  both  as  out-patients  and  in-patients  in 
comparison  with  the  previous  year. 

General  Provision  for  Health  Services. 

Guaranteed  hospital  accommodation  is  available  both  at 
the  Fielden  Isolation  Hospital,  Todmorden  and  Northowram 
Hall,  Halifax.  The  former  hospital  covering  the  whole  of  the 
Urban  Area  with  the  exception  of  Luddenden  Foot  and  Midgley, 
these  two  being  covered  by  the  latter  isolation  hospital,  where 
guaranteed  accommodation  is  available  by  agreement. 

Halifax  Corporation  have  discontinued  the  arrangement 
whereby  hospital  accommodation  is  available  for  the  Smallpox 
cases  which  occur  in  the  Urban  District,  the  provisional  arrange¬ 
ments  now  being  that  Bradford  Corporation  will  cater  for  these 
as  and  when  they  arise,  providing  accommodation  is  available. 
Other  diseases  such  as  Pneumonia,  etc.,  are  treated  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Halifax. 
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Child  Welfare  Centres  are  available  at  Sowerby  Bridge 
and  Luddenden  Foot,  which  serve  the  whole  of  the  Urban 
District.  The  Luddenden  Foot  centre  also  caters  for  the 
Luddenden  District  of  Halifax  and  Mytholmroyd,  which  is 
within  the  Hebden  Royd  Urban  Area. 

It  lias  been  observed  that  although  stalling  difficulties  have 
been  experienced,  the  Centres  have  continued  their  activities 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  success. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the 
West  Riding  Clinic,  the  days  for  treatment  and  consultation 
being  Tuesdays  and  d'hursdays. 

Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  at  Halifax  Royal  Infirmary. 
A  certain  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  during  the  vear  to 
displays,  film  shows,  etc.,  on  this  very  important  subject,  and 
I  consider  that  these  have  been  quite  successful. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  entire  district  is  covered  by  the  motor  ambulance 
service  maintained  by  the  authorities  removing  the  patients  for 
treatment,  d'he  arrangements  work  verv  smooth Iv. 

Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. 

Arrangements  with  the  Halifax  Corporation  for  the  use  of 
the  ambulance  stationed  at  the  General  Hospital  were  completed 
during  1945,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  this  arrangement  is 
continuing  to  work  very  satisfactorily. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  concludes  my  Report, 
and  as  this  is  the  last  time  that  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
submitting  the  same  as  your  Medical  Officer,  I  should  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to  the 
Alembers  of  the  Council  and  to  all  Officials,  both  past  and 
present,  with  whom  I  have  been  associated,  for  their  courtesy 
and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  JOLLIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1946 


I'o  'I'hk  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  of  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
(a)  The  Cleansing  Department,  (b)  Sanitary  Circumstances  of 
the  district,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1946. 

In  my  last  Report  reference  was  made  to  the  survey  of  the 
sanitary  conditions,  special  mention  being  made  of  the  sanitary 
accommodation  and  the  efforts  to  be  undertaken  to  improve  this. 
It  was  hoped  to  have  the  privy  midden  and  ashpit  abolished  in 
the  district  and  many  of  the  pails  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system.  It  is  unfortunate  that  this  has  not  been  achieved, 
although  quite  a  considerable  amount  of  work  in  this  direction 
has  been  completed. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  before  such  a  scheme  is  undertaken 
authorization  is  necessary  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it 
was  unfortunate  that  the  authorization  for  the  entire  work  was 
not  forthcoming,  but  arrangements  were  made  for  the  more 
urgent  works  to  be  commenced.  Accordingly,  200  of  these  were 
outlined,  and  schedules  prepared  for  the  necessary  works.  It  is 
hoped  that  these  will  be  completed  in  the  near  future,  and  further 
representatations  made  to  the  Ministry  for  the  completion  of  the 
works  outlined  in  the  1945  surve\L 

The  position  relative  to  the  private  water  supplies  is  not 
entirely  satisfactory.  Whilst  we  have  many  of  these  supplies 
which  have  been  entirely  reconstructed  in  recent  years  and  are 
now  both  suitable  and  sufficient,  there  are  others  which  require 
attention  These  are  examined  from  time  to  time,  but  it  has 
not  yet  been  possible  to  carry  out  complete  reconstruction  of 
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these.  In  order  therefore  that  all  private  supplies  can  be  classified, 
it  is  hoped  to  continue  the  survey  recently  commenced  of  all  the 
private  supplies  within  the  area.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the 
more  urgent  works  are  receiving  attention. 


Housing  is  still  the  biggest  problem  that  confronts  the 
Department,  and  although  inspections  are  continued  under  both 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  and  we  consider  ourselves 
most  fortunate  in  being  able  to  complete  the  repairs  found 
necessary,  this  does  not  detract  from  the  fact  that  many  of  our 
people  are  inadequately  housed.  The  repairs  referred  to  are 
necessary  repairs,  and  not  improvements  to  the  existing  accomm¬ 
odation.  Improvements  to  the  amenities  of  the  dwellings  are 
most  difficult,  and  in  many  cases  out  of  the  question,  owing  to 
the  construction  of  the  dwellings  and  the  lack  of  suitable 
accommodation.  The  overcrowding  has  not  shown  any  improve¬ 
ment  over  previous  years,  owing  to  the  limited  accommodation 
which  has  become  available,  coupled  with  the  large  number  of 
priority  families  requiring  consideration.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
position  will  be  eased  by  the  provision  of  the  temporary 
Prefabricated  Bungalows. 

o 


The  position  relative  to  milk  and  dairies  is  quite  satisfactory^ 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  number  of  farms  which  have  been 
reconstructed  and  upgraded  during  the  year.  Others  which  have 
not  applied  for  a  Designated  Licence  have  carried  out  a 
considerable  amount  of  improvement  to  both  dairy  and  cowshed, 
and  it  is,  I  feel,  reflected  in  the  results  of  the  samples  obtained 
from  the  producers  within  the  area.  I  look  forward  to  a 
continued  improvement,  and  a  further  upgrading,  not  only  to 
Accredited,  but  to  a  Tuberculin  Tested  standard. 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  cleansing  of  the  district 
continues  quite  satisfactorily,  with  the  improved  labour  position. 
Although  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  cleanse  the  entire  district 
weekly,  arrangements  continue  for  the  more  congested  parts  of 
the  district  to  receive  weekly  attention. 
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The  Salvage  Returns  unfortunately  are  not  as  good  as  in 
previous  years,  but  compare  quite  favourably  with  the  standard 
of  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  reason  for  this  decline  is,  I  feel, 
due  to  the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  interest  has  been  lost  in  this 
important  matter  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  The  import¬ 
ance  of  salvage  is  constantly  stressed,  but  even  so,  many  of  the 
people  are  getting  tired  of  sorting  the  various  commodities  for 
collection.  I’his  is  borne  out  by  the  amount  of  useful  material 
which  is  placed  in  the  bins  from  time  to  time.  During  the  war 
years  the  people  of  this  district  were  to  be  complimented  on  the 
amount  of  salvage  which  was  kept  apart  from  the  refuse,  and  I 
do  feel  that  it  is  a  great  pity  that  this  cannot  be  extended  just  a 
little  longer.  This  very  valuable  material  is  as  necessary  now 
now  as  it  was  during  those  vital  war  years. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  record  my  appreciation  of  the  keen 
interest  shown  by  my  Chairman,  Mr.  Coun.  Wiley,  in  all  the 
work  appertaining  to  the  Health  Department,  and  also  to  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  valuable 
assistance  at  all  times.  My  .appreciation  is  also  due  to  the 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  Holmes,  and  to  the  Clerical 
Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  together  with  the  Fore¬ 
man  and  Staff  of  the  Cleansing  Department.  In  addition,  I 
should  like  to  thank  all  Officials  of  the  Council  who  have  kindly 
co-operated  in  rendering  their  services  in  supplying  general 
information  for  this  Report. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

WM.  E.  FOSTER, 

■  -  -  -  wSeni or  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supplies. 

Water  is  received  in  bulk  from  the  County  Borough  of 
Halifax  for  the  Council’s  storage  reservoir  at  Cote  Hill,  where 
it  is  re-chlorinated  and  distributed  by  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Other  public  supplies  cater  for  d'riangle  and  Norland,  the  former 
being  supplied  by  Ripponden,  whilst  the  latter  district  is  supplied 
from  the  Council’s  own  reservoir. 
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During  the  year,  these  supplies  have  been  sampled  and  found 
to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  In  addition  to  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  the  Norland  and  Ripponden  supplies  have 
been  sampled  for  lead  content,  these  also  were  found  to  be  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  dwelling  houses  supplied  with  public  water  supplies 
total  approximately  4,500.  No  complaint  has  arisen  from 
either  an  insufficient  or  unsuitable  supply  during  the  year. 

Extensions  to  the  w^ater  mains  have  taken  place  at  the 
temporary  housing  site,  Brockwell,  Triangle,  where  16  Tarran 
type  prefabricated  bungalows  have  been  erected. 

Many  of  the  properties  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  district 
rely  solely  on  private  water  supplies  which  vary  in  size.  The 
larger  supplies,  catering  for  30  dwellings  or  more  are  ten  in 
number,  although  the  farms  and  more  isolated  groups  of 
dwellings  rely  on  their  own  small  private  supply. 

The  larger  supplies  have  been  sampled  periodically,  and 
generally  found  to  be  satisfactory,  although  they  do  not  receive 
any  treatment  prior  to  distribution.  Minor  defects  have  been 
noted  from  time  to  time,  but  these  have  been  remedied  without 
delay. 

The  smaller  supplies  throughout  the  district  have  also  been 
inspected  and  sampled  from  time  to  time.  Details  of  the  results 
of  the  examination,  together  with  the  district  from  which  they 
were  obtained  are  set  out  below  : — 


- 

District 

Examination 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Plumbo- Solvency 

Sat. 

U/Sat. 

Total 

Sat. 

U/Sat. 

Total 

Sat. 

U/Sat. 

Total 

Triangle  and 

Millbank 

9 

5 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sowerby  Bridge 

4 

1 

5 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— , — 

2 

Norland 

16 

3 

19 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

— - 

2 

Sowerby  and 

Blackwood 

10 

9 

19 

Luddenden  Foot 

4 

7 

11 

— 

— 

_  . 

. 

- 

Luddenden 

and  Midgley 

12 

3 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

55 

28 

83 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

4 
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The  number  of  unsatisfactory  supplies  are  comparatively 
small,  but  a  survey  of  these  has  been  carried  out,  and  the 
necessary  works  have  in  most  cases  been  completed.  In  two  of 
these  instances  it  has  been  necessary  to  have  the  entire  supply, 
including  the  storage  tanks,  etc.  entirely  reconstructed.  Subse¬ 
quent  sampling  has  shown  that  these  supplies  are  now  quite 
satisfactory.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  close  any 
pri  vate  supply  during  the  year. 

During  the  mild  epidemic  of  Paratyphoid,  all  private 
supplies  serving  the  dwelling  houses  where  cases  were  reported 
or  contacts  traced,  were  sampled — all  samples  gave  negative 
results. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Extension  to  the  sewer  has  taken  place  on  the  temporary 
housing  site  at  Brockwell,  Triangle,  where  temporary  Tarran 
type  prefabricated  bungalows  have  been  erected.  The  more, 
rural  parts  of  the  district  still  require  sewering.  The  general 
maintenance  of  the  sewerage  system  has  continued  throughout 
the  year. 

Numerous  defects  in  the  drainage  systems  of  the  district  have 
Teen  reported  from  time  to  time,  but  apart  from  these  minor 
defects,  no  major  works  of  reconstruction  haye;  been  necessary 
d'he  necessary  inspections  of  all  such  defects  have  been  carried 
out  and  water  tests  applied  wherever  required. 

Visits,  inspections  and  tests  are  set  out  in  detail  in  the  list 
of  Inspector’s  visits. 

Sewage  Disposal.  , 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Milner  Royd  and  at  High 
Royd,  Luddenden  Foot,  continue  to  give  satisfaction,  and  the 
effluent  from  the  works  continue  to  pass  the  necessary  tests  of 
the  Rivers  Board. 

The  severe  flooding  of  the  river  Calder  during  September 
caused  the  collapse  of  the  lattice  bridges  supporting  sewers  to 
each  of  the  above  works.  The  work  of  reconstruction,  although 
not  completed  is  in  hand. 
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Sanitary  Accomodation. 

The  survey  of  the  general  sanitary  conditions  in  the  district 
which  was  completed  during  1945,  supplied  the  necessary 
information  for  the  conversion  of  the  more  primitive  types  of 
sanitary  accommodation  to  the  water  carriage  system.  It  was 
lioped  to  complete  the  work  of  conversion  in  two  years,  but 
unfortunately  the  necessary  authorization  has  not  been  forth¬ 
coming  for  the  entire  work.  Accordingly,  only  the  very  urgent 
works  have  now  been  carried  out.  The  position  relative  to  the 
sanitary  accommodation  in  the  district  is  as  follows:  — 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Ashpits 

Triangle  and  Mill  Bank 

78 

17 

— 

Sowerby  Bridge . 

3S 

— 

- — 

Norland . 

132 

13 

1 

Sowerby  and  Blackwood 

173 

43 

— 

Luddenden  F’t  (inc.  Butts  Green) 

164 

— 

— 

Midgley . 

103 

11 

1 

Totals  ... 

688 

84 

2 

These  figures  show  that  approximately  25  conversions  have 
been  completed,  and  in  addition  there  are  55  either  in  the  process 
of  reconstruction  or  where  the  work  is  alreadv  in  hand.  This 
work  should  be  completed  early  in  1947,  providing  the  necessary 
materials  are  forthcoming. 

Cleansing  Department. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  still  remains  the 
responsibility  of  the  Department,  including  the  cleansing  of 
ashpits,  privies,  pails,  etc.  which  are  situate  in  the  more  rural 
parts  of  the  district. 

I'he  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  still  continues,  but 
on  a  much  reduced  scale.  The  entire  work  of  the  Cleansing 
Department  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  mechanical 
transport. 
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Refuse  Collection. 

I  he  labour  position  is  much  improved,  and  again  up  to 
pre-war  figures,  but  with  the  additional  duties  of  salvage 
collection  it  has  not  been  possible  to  resume  weekly  collection 
o\"er  the  entire  district.  The  bins  in  the  congested  areas  are 
cleansed  weekly,  together  with  the  pails,  etc.  in  the  entire  district, 
but  the  remainder  of  the  bins,  approximately  50%,  are  cleansed 
on  a  fortnightly  basis. 


I  he  following  table  sets  out  in  detail  the  types  of  receptacles 
cleansed,  together  with  the  details  of  loads,  etc.  of  the  various 
vehicles  : —  .... 


Vehicles 

Ashbins 

Pits 

Pails 

Loads 

Tons 

Cwt. 

S.  &  D.  No.  5 

105,484 

— 

— 

737 

2,229 

0 

S.  «&  D.  No.  1 

30,130 

262 

— 

656 

1,141 

9 

Commer  No.  3 

29,124 

239 

829 

1,107 

1,119 

11 

Commer  No.  4 

5,080 

74 

36,261 

935 

1,218 

18 

Karrier  No.  6 

4,590 

104 

— 

246 

225 

19 

Totals  ... 

174,408 

679 

37,090 

3,681 

5,934 
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Transport. 

riie  following  mechanical  transport  was  operated  by  the 
Department  during  the  year  : — 


No. 

Make 

Year  of 
Purchase 

Capacit}^ 

Service 

1 

S.  &  D.  Freighter 

1936 

7  cu.  yards 

Ash  Bins  and 

Ash  Pits 

3 

Commer  N.l  F.C. 

1938 

7  cu.  yards 

House  Refuse 

and  Ash  Pits 

4 

Commer  N.2  F.C. 

1938 

6  cu.  yards 

Pail 

Collection 

5 

S.  &  D.  Moveable 

Floor 

1939 

16  cu.  yards 

Ash  Bins 

6 

Karrier  Bantam 

1946 

7  cu. yards 

Salvage 

Collection, 
Trade  Refuse 

and  Ash  Bins 
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I'lie  S.D.  Freighter  was  taken  off  the  road  in  September,  and 
replaced  by  a  Karrier  Bantam,  whicli  is  giving  good  service. 
The  Commer  Vehicles  are  now  far  past  their  best,  and  should  be 
disposed  of  immediately  alternative  vehicles  are  available. 
These  Commers  have  rendered  exceptional  service  under  very 
trying  conditions  during  the  last  ten  years.  It  is  hoped  to  replace 
Commer  4  early  next  year. 


Storage. 

The  following  table  sets  out  a  comparison  of  the  types  of 
accommodation  compared  with  previous  years:  — 


Year 

Pail  Closets 

Privies 

Ash  Pits 

Ash  Bins 

1939 

687 

120 

12 

5471 

t 

1944 

711 

104 

8 

58-16 

1945 

712 

96 

8 

6041 

1946 

688 

84 

2 

6062 

It  was  hoped  to  report  on  this  occasion  that  the  privies  and 
ashpits  of  the  district  had  been  abolished,  although  these 
have  been  reduced  still  further,  it  is  unfortunate  that  some  still 
exist.  Work  will  be  continued  in  order  to  reduce  this  number 

f  * 

to  an  absolute  minimum. 

Trade  Refuse. 

ddie  Department  also  removes  the  entire  trade  refuse  of  the 
district.  During  the  3'ear  127  tons  of  this,  type  of  refuse  have 
been  removed. 

The  previous  arrangement  by  resolution  of  the  Council  still 
continues,  namely  that  one  bin  of  refuse  is  removed  free  of  charge, 
whilst  a  charge  of  6d.  is  made  for  each  additional  bin,  or  part 
thereof.  The  income  from  this  source  is  approximately  £’46.0  0. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  either  by  complete  incineration  or 
by  tipping  on  the  controlled  system.  The  amount  which  is 
disposed  of  by  the  farmers  is  negligible.  The  disposal  of  refuse 
on  the  controlled  system  has  increased  over  the  past  year,  due  to 
the  very  poor  condition  of  the  destructor  plant.  I'he  amounts 
are  approximately  as  follows  : — 

Complete  incineration  60% 

Controlled  tipping  40% 

The  tips  are  examined  from  time  to  time,  and  apart  from  an 
infestation  of  rats  which  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  no 
infestation  of  any  proportion  has  been  noted.  The  tips  are 
treated  with  an  improved  insecticide  from  time  to  time. 

Salvage. 

Although  salvage  is  still  collected  by  the  Department,  many 
of  the  materials  are  almost  non-existant,  and  salvage  now  mainly 
consists  of  the  collection  of  waste  paper,  waste  food,  glass  and 
heavy  metals. 

The  return  of  waste  paper  collected  shows  that  approximately 
the  same  amount  was  collected  as  in  1945,  this  is  still  a 
considerable  decrease  on  the  1944  return. 

It  has  been  observed  that  quite  a  large  quantity  of  this 
valuable  material  is  again  finding  its  way  to  the  bins,  although 
the  special  measures  in  the  provision  of  household  containers  are 
still  in  force.  Attention  of  the  housewives  has  again  been  drawn 
to  this  waste,  but  the  results  have  not  been  as  marked  as  on 
previous  occasions. 

The  figures  for  the  return  of  waste  food  are  again  considerably 
higher  than  those  during  the  war  period,  but  show  a  decrease  on 
the  return  for  the  previous  year.  The  position  with  the  loose 
tins  is  no  better  than  reported  on  the  last  occasion,  and  large 
quantities  of  this  material  lie  unwanted  at  the  destructor  head, 
still  proving  to  be  a  serious  nuisance  to  the  Council. 
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Details  of  the  salvage  sales  during  the  year  are  set  out  as 
follows  : — 


Materials  Salvaged. 

Waste  Paper  ... 
Kitchen  Waste 
Cullet 

Ferrous  Metals  ... 
Non-Ferrous  Metals 
d'extiles 
Bottles  ... 

Bones 


Total 


T.  C.  Q. 
112  19  1 

246  16  2 
16  1  1 
9  4  0 
7  3 

15  2 

3  2 


386  7  3 


£  s.  d. 
725  1  0 

350  5  4 
12  14  6 
22  16  0 
6  1  3 

9  2  6 

6  6  4 
16  10 


1,133  3  9 


Since  the  collection  of  salvage  was  commenced  in  November, 
1939,  almost  3,000  tons  of  material  has  been  salvaged,  with  an 
approximate  value  of  £'10,000. 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Investigations  have  continued  into  each  case  of  the  more 
serious  types  of  infectious  disease  notified  through  the  normal 
channels,  and  all  precautions  necessary  to  avoid  the  spread  of 
disease  have  been  taken.  Disinfection  of  the  bedding  has  been 
carried  out,  together  with  household  effects  where  necessary. 

Details  of  the  visits  in  connection  with  these  notifications 
are  set  out  as  follows: — 

Enquiries  into  cases  of  infectious  disease  (S.F.,  Diph.)  32 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits  ...  ...  90 

Visits  in  connection  with  Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  19 

Visits  re  Paratyphoid  .  165 

Visits  re  disinfection,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

In  addition  to  the  figures  set  out  above,  a  number  of  rooms 
have  been  treated  after  minor  ailments  at  the  request  of  either 
owner  or  occupier. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

The  observations  of  the  factory  chimneys  in  the  area  have  not 
been  taken  on  the  pre-war  scale,  but  generally  speaking,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  there  has  not  been  any  further  increase  in 
the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  from  this  source.  Observations 
have  been  taken  on  three  factory  chimneys  during  the  year  where 
complaints  have  been  received,  and  in  one  instance  the  complaints 
were  due  to  the  changing  over  from  solid  fuel  burning  to  pitch 
burning.  These  matters  are  receiving  attention. 


Factories. 

During  the  year  seven  complaints  have  been  received  under 
the  Factories  Act,  and  a  further  five  observed  whilst  on  routine 
inspection.  These  have  been  mainly  in  connection  with  defective 
sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  and  with  the  exception  of  two 
cases  have  been  remedied.  35  inspections  of  the  works  in 
progress  have  been  carried  out. 

The  Bakehouses  of  the  district  have  also  been  inspected,  and 
generally  appear  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Swimming  Bath. 

The  Public  Swimming  Baths  have  again  been  opened,  after 
the  building  had  been  used  as  a  F irst  Aid  Post  during  hostilities 
The  water  has  been  sampled  on  four  occasions,  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  Chlorine  content  of  the  bath  varied  between 
0'3  and  0‘4  parts  per  million. 

There  are  no  private  pools  or  swimming  baths  within  the 
district. 

Nuisances. 

Whilst  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  regular  routine 
inspection  of  the  district  for  the  detection  of  nuisances,  certain 
contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  have  been  observed.  As 
a  result,  these  together  with  the  complaints  registered  at  the 
Department  number  325. 
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In  addition,  there  were  16  items  under  this  heading  out¬ 
standing  at  the  end  of  1945  ;  of  this  total,  314  nuisances  were 
abated  during  the  year,  leaving  27  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  the  abatement  of  these  nuisances  126  formal  notices 
were  served.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  in  any  of  these  instances. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  have  been  no  additions  to  the  register  of  offensive 
trades,  although  one  application  was  received  and  rejected. 

At  the  year  end  the  following  offensive  trades  were  being 
carried  out  in  the  district : — 

Fish  Friers  ...  30 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  2 

Bone  Boiler  ...  1 

Sixty  three  inspections  have  been  made  on  these  premises 
and  no  serious  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  observed.  I'he 
general  cleanliness  of  these  premises  is  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Visits 

Survey  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  458 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Drainage,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  572 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  273 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  21 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Bakehouses...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment ...  12 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  36 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  160 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  12 

Houses — let  in  Lodgings  .. .  ...  ...  9 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ..  ...  ...  25 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dangerous  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...2,223 
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HOUSING. 


General  Inspection. 

During'  the  year,  as  a  result  of  complaints  being  notified  to 
the  Department,  or  observed  \\diilst  on  routine  inspection  of  the 
district,  approximately  500  dwellings  have  been  inspected  for 
various  defects.  In  all  cases  repairs  were  found  to  be  necessary, 
and  although  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  obtaining  labour  and  materials,  the  majority  of  the  work  has 
been  satisfactorily  completed.  Where  the  owner  has  experienced 
extreme  difficulty,  the  Department  has  been  most  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  assist  these  owners  by  obtaining  suitable  Contrac¬ 
tors  to  complete  the  work  with  the  minimum  amount  of  delay. 
I'he  greatest  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  light 
iron  goods,  but  on  representation,  these  have  become  available. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  complaints  involving  224 
dwellings  were  dealt  with,  the  necessary  repairs  to  189  dwellings 
were  completed,  together  with  6  complaints  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  year.  In  completing  these  repairs,  304  visits 
and  inspections  were  required.  During  the  year  it  was  found 
necessary  to  serve  formal  notice  in  one  case  only,  this  work  was 
completed  by  the  Council  in  default  of  the  owner. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts,  296  visits  and  inspections  were 
necessary  in  carrying  out  the  necessary  housing  repairs  to  the 
2-17  houses  where  defects  had  been  reported.  In  229  instances 
the  works  were  completed  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  together 
with  3  complaints  which  were  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1945. 
Here  again,  as  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  many  defects  were 
remedied  by  the  Department,  owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced 
by  the  owners  in  obtaining  suitable  Contractors  to  carry  out 
these  urgent  repairs. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  formal  action  in  three  cases, 
notice  was  served  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936,  these 
works  being  eventually  completed  by  the  Council  in  owners’ 
default.  All  other  notices  were  of  an  informal  nature. 


25 


In  addition  to  the  above  visits  and  inspections,  23  liousinj^ 
visits  of  a  miscellaneous  nature  were  required.  The  defects  in  all 
cases  were  remedied,  these  necessitated  47  visits  and  inspections. 

Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  alternative  accommodation,  the 
position  relative  to  overcrowding  remains  much  the  same- 
vSeveral  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated,  but  there  still 
is  an  increase  in  the  figures  over  those  shown  for  the  previous 
year.  The  main  reasons  being,  increase  in  families,  age 
increases,  and  returning  service  men  and  women,  who,  owing  to 
shortage  of  suitable  accommodation  are  staying  with  relatives 
and  friends. 


The  position  will,  however,  be  eased  when  the  Council’s 
schemes  for  the  provision  of  temporary  prefabricated  bungalows 
have  been  completed,  which  will  provide  alternative  accommo¬ 
dation  for  married  service  men  and  women.  The  position  at  the 
end  of  the  year  compared  with  previous  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1946  1945 

Definitely  Overcrowded  ...  ...  43  41 

Overcrowding  temporarily  abated  9  8 

Possible  Overcrowding  ...  ...  17  19 


1944 

38 

14 

20 


As  in  previous  years,  the  Council  have  a  priority  list,  which 
includes  all  overcrowded  families,  but  owing  to  other  urgent 
needs,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  allocate  all  vacant  Council 
Houses  to  this  class  of  applicant,  and  accordingly,  great  care 
has  to  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  tenants. 


Verminous  Dwellings. 

Routine  inspection  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  various  parts 
of  the  district  for  the  presence  of  vermin  has  been  continued 
during  the  year,  although  on  a  much  reduced  scale.  Approxi¬ 
mately  97  houses  were  visited,  out  of  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  deal  with  60,  which  were  suspected  of  being  infested 
in  varying  degrees.  In  every  case  an  approved  insecticide 
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containing  5%  D.D.T.  was  used,  with  satisfactory  results.  Only 
in  a  few  instances  has  a  second  treatment  of  insecticide  been 
considered  advisable,  as  it  has  been  observed  upon  subsequent 
inspection  of  the  dwellings  that  either  the  infestation  has  been 
completely  cleared  up,  or  alternatively  the  D.D.T.  was  still 
persistent,  and  doing  a  good  job  of  work.  In  addition  to  the 
initial  inspection  a  further  65  visits  and  inspections  were  made 
to  these  infested  houses. 


General  Remarks. 

The  housing  accommodation  of  the  working  classes  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  Apart  from  the  overcrowded  and  unhealthy 
dwellings  there  are  many  houses  which  require  attention,  but  the 
position  is  such  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  major  repairs 
to  be  carried  out  on  such  dwellings,  yet  it  appears  that  it  will 
be  some  considerable  time  before  there  will  be  any  possibility 
of  dealing  with  such  properties  under  a  Clearance  Order. 


ddie  greatest  need  in  such  dwellings  is  separate  sanitary 
accommodation,  proper  washing  facilities,  adequate  lighting 
and  ventilation,  bathroom,  etc. 


At  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  there  were  many 
houses  which  were  then  unfit,  and  were  about  to  be  dealt  with. 
Since  that  date  there  are  many  others  which  have  become  so 
dilapidated  as  to  warrant  the  same  treatment,  but  it  appears  that 
this  treatment  will  have  to  be  postponed  until  there  are  sufficient 
houses  to  accommodate  each  family  separately. 


Because  of  the  severe  housing  shortage,  it  is  not  at  present 
possible  to  concentrate  attention  on  any  part  of  this  tremendous 
problem.  The  emergency  requires  that  available  accommodation 
shall  be  allocated  to  the  largest  possible  number,  having  regard 
to  the  urgency  of  need. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  and  Dairies. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  airain  been  devoted  to 

o 

the  reconditioning  of  the  cowsheds  within  the  area.  At  the 
present  time  there  are  105  registered  milk  producers,  milking 
from  approximately  168  cowsheds.  Apart  from  the  visits  in 
connection  with  sampling,  approximately  230  inspections  of 
these  sheds  have  been  made,  in  connection  with  the  improvement 
of  these  premises,  in  order  to  bring  them  up  to  a  designated 
standard,  or  to  comply  with  the  recommendation  made  during 
the  survey  of  1945.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  although  the 
entire  recommendations  have  not  been  complied  with,  many  have 
been  completed  and  work  is  in  hand  in  many  other  instances. 


I'he  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  regarding  the  cowsheds 
in  the  various  districts  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table  : 


Norl’d 

Sow’rby 

Sow’rby 

Bridpje 

'l'ri/p:le 

Mill 

Bank 

Lud- 

denden 

Foot 

Midgley 

'I'otals 

Good  condit’n. 
No  repairs 
required. 

4 

7 

— 

5 

if 

5 

32 

Minor  repairs 
required. 

4 

7 

1 

7 

4 

4 

27 

Moderate 

repairs 

required. 

8 

16 

— 

8 

4 

5 

41 

Extensive 

repairs 

required. 

— 

4 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

5 

No,  of  Farms 

16 

34 

.  1 

20 

20 

14 

105 

In  addition  to  the  desirability  of  having  up  to  date 
cowsheds,  every  effort  has  also  been  made  for  the  provision  of 
suitable  dairy  accommodation,  and  it  is  with  this  end  in  view 
that  detailed  specifications  for  dairy  premises  were  outlined. 
Here  again,  although  we  have  farms  which  have  inadequate 
dairy  accommodation  these  have  been  much  reduced,  and  we 
hope  that  it  will  not  be-in  the  too  far  distant  future  that  all 
milk  producers  will  have  reasonable  accommodation.- ,  .  .. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  in  detail  the  position  relative 
to  dairy  accommodation  available  on  the  dairy  farms  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  district  : — 


Norl’d 

Sow’rby 

Sow’rby 

Bridge 

d'ri/gle 

Mill 

Bank 

Lud- 

denden 

Foot 

Midgley 

Totals 

Farms  with 

inadequate 

dairy 

accommodati’n 

2 

13 

— 

7 

4 

3 

29 

Farms  with 

reasonable 

dairy 

accommodati’n 

12 

15 

1 

10 

8 

6 

52 

Farms  with 

up-to-date 

dairy 

accommodati’n 

2 

6 

— 

3 

8 

5 

24 

Total 

16 

34 

1 

20 

20 

14 

105 

Milk  Sampling. 

In  addition  to  the  visits  and  inspection  of  reconstruction  of 
the  dairy  farms,  etc.,  the  sampling  of  all  producers  and  retailers 
within  the  district  has  been  undertaken  at  regular  intervals. 


Details  of  the  samples  obtained  and  the  results  of  the 
examinations  are  set  out  below  : — 


No.  of 
Sampl’s 
Paken 

In  District 

Out  District 

Satis- 

factor}^ 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Designated 

Milks 

133 

74 

6 

44 

9 

Pasteurised 

Milks 

30 

6 

1 

22 

1 

Raw  Milk 

445 

375 

37 

26 

7 

Totals 

608 

455 

44 

92 

17 

29 


Althougli  the  above  table  is  not  without  blemish,  1  consider 
that  the  results  of  the  sampling  have  been  quite  satisfactory. 
Each  dairy  farm  has  been  sampled  approximately  6  times  during 
the  year,  and  from  the  results  obtained  60%  of  the  producers  had 
all  satisfactory  samples,  34%  had  only  one  bad  sample,  whilst 
the  remaining  6%  accounted  for  the  remainder.  I  feel  that  the 
visits  and  inspections  to  these  premises  have  been  well  worth 
while.  The  samples  were  examined  Bacteriologically,  and  were 
subjected  to  iNIethylene  Blue  in  all  cases,  together  with  B.  Coli 
Test  in  approximately  25%.  The  Pasteurised  milk  in  all  cases 
passed  the  Phosphatase  Test  for  efficient  Pasteurisation,  the 
failures  being  either  the  Methylene  Blue  or  the  Plate  Count. 


Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  to  1946 

At  the  present  time  there  are  18  producers  of  designated 
milks,  consisting  of  1  Tuberculin  Tested,  16  Accredited 
Producers,  and  1  Pasteurising  Plant.  This  is  an  increase  of  8 
on  the  previous  year. 

The  following  Licences  were  issued  during  the  year  : — 

Supplementary  Licence  to  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licence  to  Retail  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  to  Retail  T.l\  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bottling  Licence  hm 'Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Pasteurising  establishment  has  been  visited  on  many 
occasions,  and  no  contravention  of  the  conditions  of  the  Licence 
was  observed.  The  milk  is  Pasteurised  by  the  “  Holder  ”  process. 

Food  Inspection. 

Regular  inspection  has  continued  throughout  the  year  at  the 
food  shops  throughout  the  district,  special  attention  again  being 
given  to  the  36  registered  Food  Preparing  Establishments. 

Details  of  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  to  the 
Market  and  Food  Shops  in  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 
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Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  181 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

The  Public  Market  ...  ...  ...  47 

Fish  Merchants  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  42 

Grocers  .  29 

Food  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  51 

Green  Grocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  39 

Restaurants...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Street  Vendors’  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  23 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  (Meat)  ...  35 

Visits  to  Other  Premises  fM^at)...  ...  2 


Total  ...  582 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  equipment  and 
utensils,  etc.,  was  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  and  visits,  a  quantity  of  food 
was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  the  details  of 
this  being  set  out  below  : — 


Tons  Cwts. 

Ors. 

rw 

Lbs. 

Dried  Fruit  ... 

4 

0 

24 

Cereals 

2 

2 

23 

Meat  (Imported) 

2 

0 

20 

Meat  (Tinned) 

3 

16 

Fats  ... 

1 

2 

23 

Sugar  ... 

1 

2 

16 

Fruit  ... 

6 

22 

Vegetables 

6 

12 

Jam 

3 

14 

Fish  ... 

1 

17 

Tea  . 

18 

Total 

18 

0 

9 

Also,  57  tins  of  Condensed  and  Evaporated  Milk. 


Centralization  of  Slaughter. 

The  slaughter  of  animals  still  continues  at  the  Halifax 
Public  Abattoir  since  the  Ministry  of  Food  closed  the  Sowerby 
Bridge  Abattoir  in  October,  19+2. 
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From  the  above  inspections,  etc.,  it  was  observed  that  the 
butchers’ shops  in  the  district  continue  to  be  inspected  regularly. 

Rodent  Control. 

d'he  arrangements  for  the  services  of  a  Rodent  Specialist 
have  now  been  discontinued,  since  the  Foreman  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  received  specialized  training  in  this  work  by  the 
Technical  Staff  of  the  Infestation  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

As  a  result  of  routine  inspections,  and  complaints  which  have 
been  received  at  the  Department,  approximately  100  visits  and 
inspections  of  premises  have  been  undertaken,  from  which  it  was 
observed  that  47  infestations  of  varying  types  existed,  these 
could  be  classed  in  the  following  categories  ;  — 

(a)  Major  primary  types  ...  8 

(b)  Minor  secondary  types  ...  39 

Total  ...  47 

There  were  no  reservoir  types  of  infestation  observed  from 
these  inspections.  With  the  exception  of  2  major  primary  types 
which  were  outstanding  at  the  year  end,  all  of  the  remainder 
were  dealt  with  satisfactorily  on  the  lines  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  the  food  shops  and  buffer  depots 
have  received  regular  inspection,  and  with  4  exceptions  appear 
to  be  comparatively  free  from  infestation.  These  again  have 
been  dealt  with  on  approved  lines. 

d'he  refuse  tips  at  Milner  Royd,  Sowerby  Bridge,  and  The 
Holmes,  Luddenden  Foot,  have  also  been  inspected,  when  it  was 
observed  that  the  former  was  rather  badly  infested,  and  was 
linked  up  with  a  further  infestation  at  the  Sewage  Works  where 
an  accumulation  of  tins  was  found  to  be  affected.  These  were 
dealt  with  at  the  same  time,  and  it  was  found  necessary  after 
the  first  treatment  to  carry  out  a  further  treatment  before  an}' 
appreciable  reduction  had  been  effected.  The  Luddenden  Foot 
tip  was  found  to  be  comparatively  free  from  infestation. 
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In  my  last  Report,  details  were  given  of  the  treatment  of 
the  sewerage  system  of  the  district.  Although  a  further 
complete  treatment  has  not  taken  place,  one  of  the  black  spots 
was  noted  and  was  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  a  major  type 
of  infestation  in  the  Luddenden  Foot  area. 


Details  of  the  treatment  are  set  out  below  :  — 

Pre  Bait  -  sausage  rusk. 

Poison  Bait  -  sausage  rusk  with  5%  Zinc  Phosphide. 


M.H. 

Ref. 

No. 

Street  or 
other 
Location 

Bait 

on  Bench 
or  4' ray 

yuantny  ot  Pre  Bait 
taken  each  day 

Poison 

Bait 

Taken 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

Burnley  Rd. 
Naylor  Ln. 
Bottom 

B 

N'r 

NT 

NT 

NT 

2 

School 

B 

NT 

NT 

NT 

NT 

3 

Catholic 

Church 

B 

ST 

GT 

GT 

C 

ST 

4 

Chapel 
Naylor  Ln. 
Side 

B 

GT 

C 

C 

ST 

GT 

5 

Chapel 

Mill  Lane 
Side 

B 

GT 

C 

C 

C 

ST 

6 

Mill  Lane 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Co-op. 

B 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C 

8 

Crossheld 

B 

ST 

GT 

GT 

GT 

G'P 

9 

Spare 

Ground 

B 

C 

GT 

GT 

GT 

ST 

10 

Bank 

Buildings 

B 

NT 

NT 

NT 

NT 

NT 

C — complete.  GT— good.  ST — small  take.  NT — no  take. 


From  the  above  results  it  can  be  seen  that  although  there 
are  certain  lengths  of  sewer  which  are  comparatively  free  from 
infestation,  there  are  certain  lengths  which  are  infested  in 
varying  degrees.  Post  baiting  was  carried  out,  from  which  it 
was  observed  that  there  was  almost  a  complete  no-take,  d'hese 
black  spots  are  noted  and  are  dealt  with  fiami  time  to  time. 
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